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Downtown Seward Tour, enroute to Alaska SeaLife Center 

 
 
Kenai Fjords National Park 

 
 
Kenai Fjords National Park was established in 1978 as a national monument by 
presidential proclamation. It was designated as a national park in 1980. 
This popular 650,000-acre national park is dominated by the 700 square mile Harding 
Icefield that dates back to the last ice age. The fjords of the park were formed when 
glaciers flowed down to the sea from the ice field and then retreated, leaving behind the 
deep inlets that characterized the coastline. 

 

 
Substantial populations of marine mammals inhabit or migrate through the coastal waters, 
including sea otters, sea lions, dolphins, and whales. Icebergs from calving glaciers 
provide excellent refuge for harbor seals, and the coastline provides a rugged habitat for 
over 100,000 birds. 

 

 
The Kenai Fjords National Park Visitor’s Center is located in Small Boat Harbor. 

 
 
Mile 1.2 Benny Benson Memorial 
This memorial honors the 13-year old who designed the Alaska flag in 1927. Territorial 
Gov. George Parks conducted a flag-designing contest in 1926 and called on Alaska 
school children to submit designs for an official Alaska flag. From 142 designs 
submitted, the committee unanimously selected the design by Benny Benson. (See 
Anchorage City Tour Routing for more details about the design). The 1927 Territorial 
Legislature awarded Benson an engraved watch with the design of the flag inlaid in 
enamel. 

 

 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
Located on the corner of 2nd Avenue and Adams Street. The church was built in 1906 and 
is considered the oldest Protestant church on the Kenai Peninsula. A feature of the church 
is the unique painting of the Resurrection, for which Alaskans were used as models and 
Resurrection Bay as the background. Well-known Dutch artist Jan Van Emple was 
commissioned to paint the picture in 1925 when he was living in Seward. 

 

 
Millionaires Row 
This row of houses starting on Third and Madison Streets were built before 1910 by 
prominent citizens, and they are now referred to as millionaire’s row. Though the houses 
do not look like expensive homes to us, in their time they were spectacular considering 
that Alaska was still a remote, undeveloped territory and everything used to build them 
had to be shipped up. 
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Seward Museum 
Located on the corner of Third Avenue and Jefferson Street, nowhere else in town can 
you get a better picture of Seward’s 100-year history than the Seward Museum. Exhibits 
describe the history of the area from 1783, when the Russians established a shipyard on 
Resurrection Bay, to the present. 

 

 
Brosius Noon Mall 
Built in 1905, it is the building on the northeast corner of Third and Railway. The first 
business was making freight sleds to be used on the trail to Iditarod, a mining camp in the 
interior. The building has since been completely remodeled into a shopping mall. 

 

 
On the southeast corner of the intersection is the Iditarod Trail Marker, a marker- 
commemorating Mile 0 of the trail and the historic race by dog sled to rush diphtheria 
serum to the stricken gold mining camp in Nome. 

 

 
Mile 0 of the Seward Highway Alaska SeaLife Center 
The Sea Life Center is a cold water marine science facility and it’s mission is to combine 
research with wildlife rehabilitation and public education. It opened in 1998 with money 
from grants, bonds, donations, and fines from the Exxon Valdez oil spill. 

 

 
They take in orphan animals and stabilize them to be released back into the wild or 
transferred to a new home. Over the past year their “patients” have included: Sea Otters, 
Harbor Seals, Stellar Sea Lions and over a dozen birds. 

 

 
Research is currently being done to learn more about the local marine birds and wildlife. 
The main research going on right now is to find out why the Stellar Sea Lions and the Sea 
Otters population in the Gulf of Alaska region are declining so quickly. 


