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History of Glenn Hwy 

The Glenn Highway runs 189 miles from the intersections of 5th Avenue and New Seward 

Highway northeast to Glennallen. Much of the interior of Alaska is a region of impassable 

mountain ranges, so the natural passageway of the Matanuska River Valley and the Copper River 

Basin offer an ideal travel route for man and beast alike. Moose, sheep, and caribou were the 

first to discover this route, and with them came people who hunted them, the Athabascan Indians. 

By following the animals, upon which they survived, the Athabascans initiated many trails of 

their own. 

The Glenn Highway was named after Captain Edwin Forbes Glenn, who was put in charge of 

finding the most direct and practical route from tidewater to one or more crossings of the Tanana 

River in the direction of the Yukon.  If passes through mountains existed, they were to be 

discovered by the expedition. 

Capt. Glenn and Lt. Joseph Castner forged a trail through marsh and swamp, hacking their way 

through alder and cottonwood brush, and wading through icy-cold glacial streams. They met 

with constant resistance from locals and Indians who believed that a government road would 

only bring unwanted people. 

To support the war effort, the Alaska Road Commission received a million-dollar appropriation 

from Congress to begin construction of the Glenn Highway. 
 

 

Merrill Field 

In 2010, Merrill Field was the 72nd busiest airport in the nation with 144,892 flight operations. 

By comparison Seattle’s Boeing Field, the 9th busiest airport in the nation, had 390,000 and 

Oakland’s International Airport had 360,000. Anchorage International airport averages less than 

200,000 takeoffs and landings per year. You may see two or three takeoffs and landings in just 

the few minutes it takes to drive by, as the activity in the summer is continuous. 
 

 

Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson 
 

The 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission (BRAC) implemented a joint 

base unit be composed of both Elmendorf Air Force Base and Fort Richardson Army Base thus 

establishing Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson. It is the home of the Headquarters, Alaskan 

Command (ALCOM), Alaskan NORAD Region (ANR), Joint Task Force-Alaska (JTF-AK), 

Eleventh Air Force (11 AF), the 673d Air Base Wing, the 3rd Wing, the 176th Wing, 4-25th 

Airborne, 477th Fighter Group, 2nd Engineering Brigade, and other Tenant Units. 
 

 

Elmendorf Airforce Base 

The 13,130 acre military installation is named in honor of Captain Hugh M. Elmendorf. Captain 

Elmendorf was killed in 1933, while testing a new type of two-seater pursuit plane at Wright 

Field, Ohio. 
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Construction on Elmendorf began in June, 1940 and was originally called Fort Richardson, only 

the flying field was known as Elmendorf. The air base had its beginnings in the summer of 

1940, when Army Air Corps Major Everett Davis arrived with his B-10 bombers. The base 

became a beehive of activity in 1941, when the Japanese struck at Pearl Harbor. Elmendorf 

played a major support role during the Aleutian battle in 1942. 
 

 

As of 2000, approximately 6,500 personnel are stationed at Elmendorf, with 2,800 living on the 

base. These military families stationed at Elmendorf create an estimated 2,000 additional jobs in 

the Anchorage area and inject an estimated $449.2 million into the Anchorage area economy. 
 

 

Elmendorf is home to: 
 

 

4 full squadrons of F-15 Eagle Jet Fighters 

2 AWACS- Rader planes 

F-16’s (Single Engines) 

C-130’s 
 

 

Fort Richardson, or “Ft. Rich” 

Established as the headquarters of the U.S. Army in Alaska in 1947, Fort Richardson was 

originally built on the site of what is now Elmendorf Air Force Base. The fort was activated at 

its present location on October 15, 1950. At that time, the fort consisted of barracks for 500 men, 

a rifle range, a few warehouses, a hospital, and a bachelor officers’ quarters on only a small 

fraction of the present 62,000-acre reservation. 
 

The 62,000-acre post is known as “Home of the Arctic Soldier”. It is the headquarters of the 

United States Army Alaska, and the home of the 1st Brigade, 6th Infantry Division, and the Arctic 

Support Brigade, which are major subordinate units of the 6th Infantry Division. 

The 6th Infantry Division was activated in Alaska in 1986, replacing the 172nd Brigade which 

served as the Army defense force in Alaska since 1974. 

The 6th Infantry Division was inactivated in July 1994 and reorganized into a combat brigade. 

Task Force 1-501st Infantry, an element of the 1st Brigade, 6th Infantry Division (Light) is a self- 

contained unit of approximately 1,082 soldiers and includes the only airborne infantry battalion 

in the Pacific Theater. While tasked to be prepared to rapidly deploy worldwide to protect US 

interests, the command’s mission as the “Guardian of the North” continues to be its primary 

function. 
 

 

Fort Richardson is named in honor of a pioneer explorer, Brigadier General Wilde P. Richardson, 

who served three tours of duty in the rugged Alaska Territory between 1897 and 1917.  General 

Richardson, a Texan and 1884 graduate of West Point, commanded troops along the Yukon and 

supervised construction of Fort Egbert (Eagle, Alaska) and Fort William Henry Seward (Chilkoot 

Barracks) near Haines, Alaska. 
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As head of the War Department’s Alaska Road Commission during 1905-17, he was responsible 

for much of the surveying and building of early trails, roads, and bridges that facilitated Alaska’s 

settlement and growth. The Valdez-Fairbanks trail, surveyed under his direction in 1904, was 

named the Richardson Highway in his memory. He retired in 1929 after 40 years of Army 

service. 
 

 

Before Fort Richardson was established Congress saw little need for a strong military presence in 

the Territory of Alaska until the rapid escalation of World War II.  Spurred by the realization that 

Alaska could be a strategic location both defensively and offensively, the government built and 

still maintains units of the Air Force, Army, Navy and Coast Guard at dozens of installations 

across the state. The Army headquarters is in Anchorage at Fort Richardson. 
 

 

The total full-time military related population (civilian workforce included) in Alaska is 29,714 

or 4.18% of the estimated Alaska population of 710,231 people. The 2010 census indicates that 

military population has increased annually, except for a slight reduction in 2010.  However, due 

to the increase in overall population since the 2000 census, the percent of military in Alaska has 

gone down from 7%. 
 

 

Mile 13.4 Chugiak-Eagle River Area Population: 34,000 

One of the fastest growing areas in the state is the Chugiak-Eagle River area. 

The first white settlers homesteaded here in 1930 and began small farming operations. 

The University of Alaska, Anchorage opened a campus branch here in 1976.  Eagle River is 

known as the gateway to the Chugach State Park, one of America’s largest state Parks with 

495,000 acres of natural beauty. The Eagle River originates from Eagle Glacier. 

The Tanaina Indians called the river “Yukla” which when translated into English means Eagle 

River. 
 

 

Mile 21.9 Peters Creek 

Prior to 1930, the small mining community of Petersville existed here. 
 

 

Mile 23.6 Mirror Lake 

On a calm day, it’s obvious why they named it Mirror Lake. The 73-acre lake is very popular in 

the summer for swimming, boating, picnicking, and ice-skating and skiiing in the winter months. 
 

 

The lake is a product of glaciation. It is formed by ground collapse when a large block of ice, 

half buried in glacial till (dirt and debris pushed ahead of and covering a glacier), melted and left 

a depression. 
 

 

Mile 26.5 Eklutna Native Village and Corporation 

This native village corporation and town north of Anchorage is the largest private landholder in 

the Anchorage area, and also one of the wealthiest. Eklutna Inc., formed in 1972 under the 

Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act or ANCSA, has grown to become the largest private land 

owner in the Municipality of Anchorage owning or entitled to receive 125,000 acres of land. 
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Most of the corporation assets are in undeveloped real estate, a commodity that will continue to 

show a profit as the growth of Anchorage continues to move in a northern direction. 
 

 

History of Eklutna 

Eklutna, 26.5 miles northeast of Anchorage, is a small Indian village populated by members of 

the Denaina (Day-Na) tribe, a subtribe of the Athabascans. Presently, there are about 30 

residents within the village with approximately 200 registered on the village corporation roles. 

Eklutna was westernized in 1835 by Russian missionaries, and the Russian Orthodox religion is 

now the main focal point of the village. 
 

 

Eklutna Water Project 

Anchorage’s tremendous growth quickly created a water shortage, which forced the city to look 

elsewhere for a fresh water source. The lake they chose to tap was Eklutna Lake located about 

three miles up the Eklutna River from the Glenn Highway. 
 

 

The Eklutna Water Project, a 30-mile pipeline and treatment plant that brings glacial runoff from 

the lake to thirsty Anchorage is a tribute to both protecting the environment and coping with the 

environment. The entire pipeline is underground, which keeps it out of sight for hikers, hunters, 

and visitors to Chugach State Park. The cost of the project was $150 million ($70 million under 

budget), completed in 1988, it is possibly the world’s largest glacier water treatment facility. 
 

 

Mile 28-30.8  Eklutna Flats 

The highway crosses a swampy area known as Eklutna Flats. This is a protected wild flower 

area. Flowers that can be seen in the area are wild irises, shooting star, chocolate lily, and wild 

rose in early June. 
 

 

Mile 30.8 Knik River Bridge 

Knik River in the Eskimo word (Ignik) means “Fire River. At times the river will have 

appearance of water boiling as the glacial silt twirls in the water. 
 

 

Mile 33-35 Palmer Hay Fields 

Prior to the earthquake, this delta area was used for growing hay and was known as the Palmer 

Hay Fields. Now that it has been several years since the earthquake, the soil quality is returning 

and the area is being considered again for farming. 
 

 

Mile 35.3 Glenn/Parks Highway Intersection 

The Glenn Highway continues on northeast to Glennallen, the Parks highway leads north to 

Talkeetna, Denali, and eventually Fairbanks. 
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Knik Arm Crossing Proposal 

With heavy population growth occurring in Palmer and Wasilla, north of Anchorage, there has 

been considerable talk in years past about building a bridge across Knik Arm to reduce the traffic 

problems that occur between the Matanuska Valley and Anchorage. 

Two sites were considered for the bridge: 

1. A downtown Anchorage crossing requiring a three-mile long bridge which would cost 

approximately $743 million to construct. 

2. A JBER (Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson) crossing requiring a 2.5 mile long bridge which 

would cost approximately $550 million to construct. 

As you can see these proposals are very expensive and a compromise was temporarily reached 

by widening and improving the Glenn Highway until a more feasible solution could be reached. 
 

 

Point McKenzie 

Point McKenzie, to the west on Knik Arm, is one of the fastest growing agricultural areas in the 

state. Dairy farming is the primary type of farming that takes place here. 
 

 

Matanuska Valley 

Between 1,500 and 2,000 years ago, a band of Athabascan Indians known as the Dena’ina (The 

People) settled in south central Alaska. These people were active in fur trading, acting as middle 

men between the Russian fur traders and the interior Indians. 
 

 

In later years, gold was discovered in the region, and the town of Knik became an important 

commercial center. Railroad construction to Palmer and through to Talkeetna, along with gold 

mines in the Sutton area brought more growth to the Valley, but nothing influenced the 

development as much as the birth of the Matanuska Colony. 
 

 

In 1901, George Palmer, an early pioneer of the valley, recommended to the government that 

monetary assistance would be necessary to make agriculture worth while in Alaska. 

Between 1901 and 1915 only 12 farms existed since clearing the land involved cutting the trees 

to three feet and then pulling up the stumps with horses. It took 2-3 years to clear one acre of 

land and costs were between $120 - $180 per acre. 
 

 

In May, 1935, 204 families from northern Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Michigan were moved up 

to Alaska under a project administered by the Federal Emergency Relief Administration. Their 

destination was the Matanuska Valley, an area that had already proven itself worthy for farming. 

Even though most of the financing came from the federal government, the first year was very 

difficult. Each family was given 40 acres and within one year they were required to have 10 

acres cut and cleared, or they would lose the land. They had to clear, land and construct houses, 

barns, fencing, and other buildings. 
 

 

There were a number of problems with the project including an absence of wells, schools, 

medical aid, roads, and electricity. To make matters worse, a chicken pox epidemic broke out. 
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It was not exactly what the farmers expected to find, thus, the original Matanuska farming 

colony was a mixed success. Many of the original colonists left within the first few years of the 

project, blaming the government for not providing what they had promised. On the other had, 

some succeeded and with the farmers that came along later, the Matanuska Valley survived. 

For some, it was the beginning of a new future, and for others it was a dream dimmed. 

In the long run, it did help to bring attention to the farming potential of the Valley. 
 

 

The Modern Matanuska-Susitna (Mat-Su) Borough Population: 88,995 
 

 

The Matanuska-Susitna Borough stretches 25,260 square miles, approximately the size of West 

Virginia. It includes 2 river valleys on either side of the Talkeetna Mountains, the Matanuska 

River valley (East of the Talkeetna Mountains) and the Susitna River valley (West of the 

Talkeetna Mountains). The Borough seat is Palmer and the largest city is Wasilla. 
 

 

Today, the Matanuska Valley is still recognized for its farming, but it is no longer the largest 

farming area in the state. Outside competition and economic changes have whittled this once 

thriving industry to a fraction of its former size. The borough now consists of two major 

communities, Wasilla and Palmer. As Anchorage grew, so did the Matanuska-Susitna Borough. 
 

 

Many who work in the state’s largest city choose to live in this area, commuting up to 90 miles 

round-trip. The “Valley”, as the area is affectionately referred to, offers Alaskans the best of 

both worlds: access to wide-open spaces, plus the job opportunities and other amenities that 

come with a larger city. 
 

 

Much of the land in the valley is being bought up and subdivided and the area is becoming 

another “bedroom community” for the city of Anchorage, a fact many local residents have found 

difficult to accept. 
 

 

Numerous growth forecasts indicate that the Mat-Su Borough will experience over 3% of annual 

growth until 2018, with Palmer's population expected to double during this time. Approximately 

2000 new households are expected in the area. 
 

 

Palmer Population: 5,937 

Palmer is the home to the Alaska State Fair. In 1936, a group of farmers got together and created 

the fair like they were used to in Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. To raise money they sold 

stock under the name Matanuska Valley Fair Association. They have rides, games, livestock and 

what they are known for now, large vegetables. Many of the vegetables are the largest in the 

world, with the help of fertile ground and the midnight sun. 
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Alaska State Fair Vegetable & Fruit Records 

 
Year 

Overall 

Weight 

 
Vegetable 

 
Name 

 
City 

2011 

weight 

 
Name 

 
City 

2010 10'8" Angelica Camille Williams Anchorage 
   

2005 1.100 Apple Bob Boyer Anchorage 0.95 Bob Boyer Anchorage 

2001 1.700 Artichoke John Evans Palmer 
   

2003 0.380 Bean, weight Rodney Bradford Anchorage 0.1 Keven Kleweno Anchorage 

2010 39" Bean, length Dave lies North Pole 
   

1999 42.750 Beet, root • John Evans Palmer 
   

2005 32.450 Beet, table Ron Castor Palmer 1.7 Alex Foytik Palmer 

1993 35.000 Broccoli, romanesco * John Evans Palmer 
   

1994 39.500 Broccoli John Evans Palmer 9.35 Cynthia Buzby Wasilla 

2009 28.000 Brussel Sprouts, plant Ron Castor Palmer 
   

2009 127.000 Cabbage, green   • Steve Hubacek Wasilla 126.4 Steve Hubacek Wasilla 

1994 45.250 Cabbage, red Mary Evans Palmer 11.65 Alex Foytik Palmer 

2011 14.350 Cabbage, napa Chris O'Neill Trapper Creek 14.35 Chris O'Neill Trapper Creek 

2004 64.800 Cantaloupe • Scott Robb Palmer 
   

1998 18.985 Carrot  • John Evans Palmer 0.9 Erin Pilgreen Palmer 

2003 35.800 Cauliflower Scott Robb Palmer 9.7 Alex Foytik Palmer 

2003 63.300 Celery• Scott Robb Palmer 10.95 Erin Pilgreen Palmer 

1995 71.750 Chard, weight Mary Evans Palmer 10.4 Sid Richards Palmer 

2006 14' Chard,  length Dave lies North Pole 
   

2006 84.000 Collard Dave lies North Pole 
   

2000 4.195 Com, weight Heather Craig Palmer 
   

2006 23' 3.5" Com, length David lies North Pole 6' 5" Kasen Callison Palmer 

1990 8.800 Cucumber Arda Sutton Anchorage 3.2 Matthew Wood Wasilla 

2002 2.550 Dill  weed, weight Tanya Thornton Palmer 
   

2003 7'10" Dill weed, length Lisa M. Johnson Palmer 7'  2 3/8" Pat Tremaine Palmer 

1986 6.000 Endive Wendy Couch Palmer 
   

2009 8.480 Fennel, weight Arthur Keyes Palmer 
   

2011 55.500 Fennel, length Denny Corathers Denait 55.5" Denny Corathers Denali 

2010 83" Gourd, long Dale Marshall Anchorage 71 1/8" Dale Marshall Anchorage 

2006 21.530 Gourd, bushel Dave lies North Pole 
   

2006 75' 5" Gourd, vine Dave lies North Pole 
   

2007 105.900 Kale • Scott Robb Palmer 7.7 Dena Tanguay Palmer 

2006 96.950 Kohlrabi • Scott Robb Palmer 21.75 Erin Pilgreen Palmer 

2002 7.065 Leek John Evans Palmer 
   

1996 7.450 Lettuce, head Lawanda  Durand Palmer 
   

1999 18.000 Lettuce, leaf John Evans Palmer 3.9 Steve Carlisle Jr. Anchorage 

1993 25.300 Mushroom Tyler McManus Palmer 
   

1995 6.010 Onion John Evans Palmer 2.25 Sid Richards Palmer 

2007 7.572 Parsnip Ron Castor Palmer 
   

2001 0.072 Pea John Evans Palmer 0.029 Susan Swanner Wasilla 

1995 0.736 Pepper, green Tim Kirby Anchorage 
   

1997 0.350 Pepper, hot John Evans Palmer 
   

2004 1.203 Pepper, sweet Debbie Richards Palmer 
   

1997 4.323 Potato Patricia Mills Soldotna 2.15 Patricia Mills Soldotna 

2011 1287.000 Pumpkin J.D. Megchelsen Nikiski 1287 J. D. Megchelsen Nikiski 

1985 9.560 Radish,Red Andy Petek Palmer 0.75 Aurora Behlke Anchorage 

2009 22.190 Radish, white Ron Castor Palmer 
   

1983 4.500 Rhubarb David Blum Palmer 1.2 Dawn Chapman Wasilla 

2009 82.900 Rutabaga  • Scott Robb Palmer 
   

2008 13.700 Spinach Ron Castor Palmer 
   

 
2006 

 
17.195 

Squash, summer 

Zucchini, yellow 

 
Dave lies 

 
North Pole 

 
2.9 

 
Alex Foytik 

 
Palmer 

1999 29.650 Zucchini, green John Evans Palmer 11.75 Alex Foytik Palmer 

2003 7.207 Zucchini, round Tom Rice Anchorage 5.45 Sierra Smith Sunderl• Wasilla 

2011 7.700 Zucchini, Patty Pan Alex Foytik Palmer 7.7 Alex Foytik Palmer 

2005 90.050 Vegetable marrow Dave lies North Pole 61.8 Dale Marshall Anchorage 

 
2005 

 
569.000 

Squash, winter 

Green 

 
Dave lies 

 
North Pole 

2006 55.150 Blue  Hubbard Dave lies North Pole  

1996 13.350 Sunflower, weight John Evans Palmer 2.3 Scott Lawrence Anchorage 

1993 16.75' Sunflower, length Lisa Petm Palmer 10'  2 1/2" Debra Tidwell-Hai ght Palmer 

2004 2.520 Tomato Debbie Richards Palmer 2.2 Pam Lewis Palmer 

2004 39.200 Turnip"' Scott Robb Palmer 13.6 Zachary Howell Wasilla 

2005 168.600 Watermelon Scott Robb Palmer 
   

• World Record (for year shown) 10/25/2011 


