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Wedgewood Resort to Riverboat Discovery 
 

 

Creamer’s Dairy/Creamer’s Field National Wildlife Refuge 

The only surviving dairy farm buildings in Fairbanks lie across the fields off College Road.  In 

the spring of 1903, Charles Hinckley arrived from Nome with his family and three of his best 

cows.  By the end of that first summer, he had built a log barn at this site.  In 1927, he sold the 

operation to his brother-in-law, Charles Creamer, for $6,000.  Creamer and his wife, Annie, ran 

the farm until 1965.    In 1969, the State of Alaska purchased the fields and named the area 

Creamer’s Field State Wildlife Refuge; in 1981 it purchased the buildings.  During each spring 

and fall, bird watchers enjoy spotting the many migrating waterfowl - Canada geese, sandhill 

cranes, trumpeter swans and many species of ducks - that use the spot as a resting point on their 

journey.   Several miles of nature paths wind through the woods, starting near the farmhouse, 

providing an opportunity to experience the plant and animal life of Interior Alaska. Dog mushers 

and cross country skiers enjoy the area during the winter months. 
 

 

The Fairbanks office of the Alaska Department of Fish & Game is west of the College Road 

pullout. 
 

 

Tanana Valley Fairgrounds & Farmer’s Market 

Fairbanksans have been celebrating their northern lifestyle with annual fairs in various locations 

since 1904.  The Tanana Valley Fair finally found a permanent home in 1952 at the fairgrounds 

on College Road.  Since that time the fairgrounds have continued to grow and now sport a fine 

horse show and rodeo arena.   The August fair also includes rides, music, entertainment, food 

booths, craft exhibits and vendors of Alaska made goods. 
 

 

Located at the entrance to the fairgrounds is Tanana Valley Farmer’s Market, one of the oldest 

established farmers’ markets in the state.  A wide variety of Alaska grown produce is available 

for sale.    If it grows in Alaska, you’ll probably find it here – and there’s more than just 

vegetables.    Baked goods, crafts, juices, homemade preserves, syrup, honey, soap and a 

cornucopia of other items can be found at the market on Wednesdays and Saturdays from May to 

September.  The Farmer’s Market is in the process of building at a new location further west on 

College Road. 
 

 

College, Alaska 

The area of town known as College originally developed to provide community and support for 

the new University.  The location for the new campus was selected because of its potential for 

large-scale agricultural production.  It also was the right-of-way for the Tanana Valley Railroad 

(now the Alaska Railroad) allowing for easy transport of people and supplies. 
 

 

University of Alaska, Fairbanks 

The University of Alaska, Fairbanks was created in 1917 by a special act of the Alaska Territorial 

Legislature. With this, plus a land grant from the U.S. Congress, the Alaska Agricultural College 

and School of Mines opened in 1922 with six faculty members and six students. World War II, 
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statehood and the discovery of oil at Prudhoe Bay have each affected this Land, Sea and Space 

Grant university’s development. Responding to state and national needs remains a top UAF 

priority. 

UAF is home to more than 11,000 students who come from all 50 states and 48 foreign countries 

to take advantage of small classes, first-rate faculty, affordable tuition and hands-on research. 

UAF’s unique geographic location and expert faculty combine to give Alaska’s only Ph.D.- 

granting university a well-earned reputation for arctic and northern research on topics such as the 

aurora, fisheries, global climate change and high-latitude engineering. 
 

 

The UAF Nanooks (“polar bear” in Inupiaq Eskimo) intercollegiate athletic program is a 

Division II member of the National Collegiate Athletic Association, with men’s ice hockey 

classified as Division I. The Nanooks hold the Division I National Rifle Championship (1994, 

1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2004) and host three tournaments each year: the Nanook 

Classic for women’s volleyball, the Mt. McKinley Bank North Star Invitational for women’s 

basketball, and the Divison I BP Top of the World Classic for men’s basketball. The Nanook 

basketball team holds the 2002 championship title for the BP Top of the World Classic when they 

made college basketball history by becoming the first Division II team to win an eight-team 

Division I tournament. 
 

 

The University of Alaska Museum of the North opened its distinctive new wing in 2005, 

doubling its exhibit space, adding a multimedia auditorium, education center and new research 

facilities and giving the museum's research collections much-needed room to grow. 
 

 

UAF’s Rasmuson Library is the largest in the state. It houses 1.1 million volumes and provides 

electronic access to more than 20 million titles in over 40,000 libraries worldwide. 
 

 

On the West Ridge of campus, the International Arctic Research Center represents a joint effort 

of the U.S. and Japanese governments, housing scientists from around the world, who work 

together on global change research. Other unique research centers include Poker Flat, the only 

university-owned rocket sounding range in the world; the Large Animal Research Station; and 

the Arctic Region Supercomputing Center. Tours of all these research centers, as well as the 

general campus, are available during the summer. 
 

 

In addition to the Fairbanks campus, UAF’s six rural and community campuses are central to 

fulfilling UAF’s  mission of  providing educational opportunities throughout the state. The 

2011-2012 Annual Student costs including 15 credits per semester, room and board and fees were 

$12,530-$14,600 (depending on the level of courses) for residents. Non-resident fees were 

$14,887-$21,724 (depending on the level of courses). 
 

 

The University of Alaska Fairbanks was created nearly a century ago to help Alaskans meet the 

unique challenges of living in the Far North. UAF will continue to serve the state and the nation 

for the next 100 years and beyond. 
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Riverboat Discovery to Downtown/FCVB 
 

Airport Way 
 

 

Airport Way is the main east-west business road in Fairbanks.  To the west it ends at Fairbanks 

International Airport.  To the east the road ends in Ft. Wainwright (formerly Ladd Field) the first 

Army airfield in Alaska, established in 1938. The fort employs approximately 7,700 soldiers. 
 

 

In between the airport and Ft. Wainwright, Airport Way looks like “Anywhere, USA.”  Familiar 

fast food restaurants and stores line this major shopping corridor: McDonald’s, Pizza Hut, 

Subway, Quizno’s, Safeway, Sears and Fred Meyer, all familiar to those from the “Lower 48”, in 

particular to the residents of the Pacific Northwest. 
 

 

Pioneer Park (formerly called Alaskaland) 

Pioneer Park was built in 1967 as the Alaska State Centennial Park.  This 44 acre historic theme 

park is owned and operated by the Fairbanks North Star Borough. Visitors to Pioneer Park find a 

relaxed atmosphere, historic buildings, small shops, food, entertainment, playgrounds and 

picnicking. There is no admission fee. The park features 
• Gold Rush Town, a narrow winding street that features authentic old buildings that once 

graced downtown Fairbanks 
• The SS Nenana, a national landmark.  The Nenana is the largest sternwheeler built west 

of the Mississippi and the second largest wooden vessel in existence. 
• Presbyterian Church built in Fairbanks in 1904 
• Pioneers of Alaska Museum 
• Pioneer Air Museum 
• Tanana Valley Railroad Engine #1 
• The Big Stampede Show featuring the paintings of Rusty Heurlin, depicting the trail of 

’98. 
• President Warren G. Harding Railroad Car 
• Mining Valley and The Alaska Salmon Bake 

 

 

On July 26, 2009 approximately 5000 people gathered at Pioneer Park to witness Sarah Palin 

officially step down as the Governor of Alaska. 
 

 

Growden Field 

Growden Field is home to the Fairbanks Goldpanners, the most successful non-professional 

baseball team in the nation.  The names of many former Goldpanners are familiar to professional 

baseball fans: Tom Seaver, Dave Winfield, Brett Boone, Jason Giambi and Barry Bonds. 
 

 

Growden Field is the site of the annual “Midnight Sun Baseball Game” which is played on the 

longest day of the year, June 21st.  Beginning in the evening and continuing well past midnight, 

the game is played without artificial lights. 
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John A. Carlson Community Activity Center (The Carlson Center) 

Home of the University of Alaska Fairbanks Nanook hockey team.   Members of the Central 

Collegiate Hockey League that includes teams such as University of Michigan, Ohio State 

University, Miami University (Ohio) and Notre Dame.  The Carlson Center is also home to The 

Top of The World Tournament, a Division 1 preseason basketball tournament.  Leading college 

teams journey to Fairbanks each November to test their skills and to enjoy an early winter 

glimpse at Alaska. 
 

 

The complex is 115,000 square feet with a 35,000 square feet floor and is easily the largest 

facility in the northland. 
 

 

Curling Club 

Curling is a winter sport that is played with brooms and “rocks” on an ice rink.  Teams are made 

up of four members and the captain is called a “skip.” Curling has been a popular winter sport in 

Fairbanks since 1908.   This rink was built in 1962 and has six sheets of ice.   The Fairbanks 

Curling Club with indoor rinks has a very active membership and hosts several bonspiels or 

curling tournaments throughout the winter and early spring. 
 

 

Chena River 

The  Chena  River,  which  means  “rock  water”  in  the Athabascan  language,  has  played  an 

important role in the history of Fairbanks from the founding of the community in 1901 to the 

present.  The Chena is a fresh water river that flows into the Tanana River, which in turn empties 

into the Yukon River.   During the gold rush era, the river’s main role was as a transportation 

route.  People and supplies arrived and left town via the many sternwheelers that plied its waters. 

With the construction of highways, railroads and airports, the river is no longer a necessary 

transportation route but it still remains a focal point of community activity.  In the winter, after 

freeze-up, the river is used as a snowmachine, dog team and cross-country ski trail.   In some 

places it is a bridge for automobile traffic. 
 

 

The Yukon Quest, a major long distance dog sled race between Fairbanks and Whitehorse in the 

Yukon Territory starts or ends on the river (starts in Fairbanks in even years, ends in Fairbanks in 

odd years).   In the summer, the river is utilized by floatplanes as a runway and hosts canoe & 

boat races and the annual Rubber Ducky Race held during Golden Days Festival. 
 

 

Flood of 1967 

Fairbanks and the interior region have had a long history of flooding during unseasonably heavy 

rains or spring breakup.  Despite their experience, nothing prepared Fairbanks residents for the 

devastating flood that occurred in August of 1967.    Between August 8th  and 15th, Fairbanks 

received 6.15 inches of rain, more than half the total annual precipitation.  The entire city was 

under water.  Only surrounding high areas such as the University of Alaska, Fairbanks campus 

were spared.  The floor of the Cushman St. Bridge was entirely under water and many buildings 

held eight feet of water and silt before the waters began to recede.  Because of the large numbers 

of boats and rescue equipment available from the military installations, loss of life was kept very 
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low with only three reported deaths.    Over 6,500 people were evacuated to the university 

campus, while the city sustained over $84 million dollars in damage.   In response to this 

devastating event, a multimillion dollar Chena Flood Control Project was constructed to divert 

floodwaters away from the city. 
 

 

Little Old Log Cabins (Shotgun Cabins) 

These small cabins were built in the traditional Alaska “build as needed” plan.  Most started out 

as small, single room dwellings designed to conserve heat and reduce the amount of firewood 

needed.    As  the  family grew,  additional rooms were  tacked on  to  accommodate the  new 

members. 
 

 

Some of the homes are constructed with hand-hewn logs and still retain the original sawdust 

insulation.   Tin was and continues to be a favorite roofing material because it is inexpensive, 

lightweight and snow slides off easily. 
 

 

Claypool/Berry Home 

This home was built for Judge Charles Claypool in 1911.   One of the earliest frame homes in 

Fairbanks, it was built on the very edge of town.  In 1925, a new owner, Otis Berry, raised the 

home and installed a huge center crossbeam from a beached sternwheeler for support.  During 

this time, the stretch of the Chena River across First Avenue was a shipyard. 
 

 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 

The Episcopal Church began its mission work in Fairbanks in 1904.    The log church was 

founded by Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe of the mission at Circle City and opened August 15, 

1905 with Archdeacon Hudson Stuck presiding at the service for 40 parishioners.   When the 

original church burned in 1947, only the hand-carved lectern, the altar rail, and the original bell 

were saved.  The new log church was built in 1948 in the same pattern as the original structure. 

The stained glass behind the altar depicts Alaska Native people in biblical scenes.  The original 

bell, inscribed with “Oh ye Frost and Cold, Bless ye the Lord,” still tolls each Sunday. 
 

 

R. C. Wood House 

R.C. Wood’s banking career began as a cashier for E.T. Barnette’s Fairbanks Banking Company. 

In 1909, Wood took over the management of the First National Bank of Fairbanks.  His original 

one-story house was built on this site in 1906.  When President Harding came to town in 1923, 

he had dinner at this beautiful home overlooking the Chena River. The ravages of time took their 

toll and the original structure had to be destroyed in 1997.   The recent reconstruction of this 

house duplicates the original design. 
 

 

George C. Thomas Library 

From  1906  to  1908,  Fairbanks’ first  library  was  a  screened-off  section  in  St.  Matthew’s 

Episcopal Church.    When Philadelphia banker George C. Thomas read an appeal for more 

reading material in a church publication, he donated $4,000 toward a new building and $3,000 

toward the operation of the library.  Consequently, a library building was constructed in 1909 on 
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the corner of First Avenue and Cowles Street and named after its benefactor.  In its first year of 

operation, the library circulated over 10,700 books.    The library was the site of a meeting 

between Judge Wickersham and Athabaskan Indian chiefs to discuss Native land issues and is 

recognized as the site of the first native land claims meeting.    In July, 1942, the Episcopal 

Church turned the building over to the city of Fairbanks, which continued to operate the library 

until 1977 when the new Noel Wien Library opened.  The building ownership reverted back to 

the church and was later sold. 
 

 

Cowles Street Historic District 

Many of the first buildings in Fairbanks were built along this street.   Although several were 

moved to Pioneer Park, several original structures remain. 
 

 

Bathhouse/Oddfellow Hall/Golden North Rebekah Lodge 

Built in 1907 and owned by Cora Madole, a fortune teller from Dawson City, the Building served 

as the First Avenue Bathhouse until 1910, when the pipes froze and burst. Mrs. Madole’s 

daughter-in-law, Clara Rust, helped her operate the bathhouse and is the subject of Jo Anne 

Wold’s book This Old House. The front first floor housed “Doc” Overgaard’s clinic and the front 

second floor served as Mr. Madole’s apartment.  The bathhouse was in the rear of the building. 

Shortly after the bathhouse closed, the Oddfellows purchased the building (Felix Pedro, whose 

gold discovery in 1902 precipitated the Tanana Valley gold rush, was a member of this 

organization).   In 1963, the Golden North Rebekah Lodge purchased the building and has 

maintained the hall continuously since then. The building retains its original appearance and is 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 

 

Masonic Temple 

Fraternal organizations played an important role in Fairbanks’ formative years as they do today. 

Formed in 1904, the Tanana Masonic Club was one of the first.  The original one-story structure, 

built in 1906 by the Tanana Commercial Company, was purchased by the Masons in 1908.  E.T. 

Barnette’s original trading post was once located on this lot.  The front of the simply designed 

building had bay windows.   The rest of the building was sheathed in tin.   Over the years, the 

Masons built the rear addition and added a second story for lodge rooms and the Main Hall. 

Continuing to rent out the first floor as a store, they built a basement under the building in 1913. 

In 1916, the Eclectic Renaissance revival style facade was added, providing a perfect backdrop 

for President Harding when he addressed Fairbanksans from the steps of the building in 1923. 
 

 

Barnette Landing Beautification Project 

The riverside beautification project celebrates the landing of E.T. Barnette on the south bank of 

the Chena River on August 26, 1901.   Festival Fairbanks Inc., a local community and service 

organization, has undertaken this extensive project.  As you look at the decorative fences, see if 

you can find the little people in the carvings looking back at you. 



Premier Alaska Tours Fairbanks City Tour Alaska  

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Avenue 

Second Avenue, affectionately known as “two street,” has always been the “main street.” in 

downtown Fairbanks. It is the focal point for many downtown community activities. 
 

 

Old Federal Building 

This former Federal Building is the first completely reinforced concrete building in the far north. 

It stands on the land donated by founding father E.T. Barnette to Judge James Wickersham in 

1904 for a courthouse, jail and hanging yard.  Wickersham’s decision to move the district court 

to Fairbanks from Eagle, AK insured permanence for Fairbanks.  The original building burned in 

1906. This federal building served citizens until the late seventies when the last offices moved to 

a new structure along the Steese Highway. 
 

 

Utilador & Vents 

Utiladors are concrete tunnels that runs under most downtown streets.  The tunnels house all the 

major utilities such as electric, telephone, water, and steam heat.   Steam heat warms some 

downtown buildings and keeps the system from freezing.   The large tubes you see scattered 

around town vent the steam.   They are built high enough so that the steam is vented above 

vehicles. This prevents ice fog from developing at windshield level. 
 

 

Empress Theater (Currently known as The Co-op Plaza) 

The Co-op Plaza originally housed the “Farthest North Theater.”   Austin E. “Cap” Lathrop, a 

well-respected industrialist responsible for many successful enterprises throughout the state, built 

it in 1927.    In its heyday the building was known as the “Skyline Queen,” seating 670 and 

housing the first pipe organ in the Interior.   It opened to a packed house of 1,300 people on 

August 25, 1927.  In 1961, the theater closed and the building was remodeled for use as the Co- 

op Drug Store. Today it houses a diner, coffee shop and unique gift stores. 
 

 

Lacey Street Theater 

The Lacey Street Theater, one of a series of Art Deco Building in Fairbanks, anchors the area 

between Cushman and Lacey Streets. Its construction coupled with two public buildings, the old 

Federal Building and Main School, changed the downtown street scape of the old gold rush town 

in the 1930s.  It was built in 1939 by Austin “Cap” Lathrop, owner of a string of movie theaters. 

In a 1966 fire, the interior of the building was extensively damaged with the exception of the 

lobby.   Rehabilitated after the fire with minimal changes to the exterior, the theater closed in 

1981.   The building remains an excellent example of the Art Deco style.   After closure, the 

building stood empty for a number of years. Today, it houses the Fairbanks Ice Museum. 
 

 

The mural on the side of the Lathrop Building was painted by Erik Holland in 1993.  It depicts 

Fairbanks “then and now.” 
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Northward Building 

Fairbanks’ first steel girder “skyscraper” was built from 1950 to 1952 as part of a two-year 

building program to alleviate the housing shortage in Fairbanks.   It is still one of the tallest 

buildings in town and was the first steel girder framework building in the Interior.   The eight- 

story structure was Fairbanks’ first apartment building and the setting for Edna Ferber’s novel 

Ice Palace, about Alaskans striving for statehood in the 1950s.  A movie based on the novel was 

in part filmed in Fairbanks including exterior shots of the Northward Building.  The Northward 

Building on Fourth Avenue was completed in 1952. 
 

 

Golden Heart Park and the Statue, “The Unknown First Family” 

The idea of this downtown plaza stemmed from a celebration of the silver anniversary of 

Alaska’s statehood in 1984.  Construction was completed in 1987.  Year round the plaza plays a 

central role in any downtown Fairbanks celebration. 
 

 

The statue is Malcolm Alexander’s “Unknown First Family.”   It depicts the first people who 

originally settled Alaska and the interior region.   The faces conceal any sign of race or ethnic 

origin so those early settlers from all backgrounds are honored.   The sculpture was paid for 

entirely by private and corporate donations. 
 

 

The  clock  tower  donated  by  the  Fairbanks  Rotary  Club  in  1990  commemorates  this 

organization’s first fifty years of service to Fairbanks. 
 

 

Yukon Quest Cabin 

The log cabin, constructed of white spruce cut in the Rosie Creek area, was built in 1958-59 to 

commemorate Alaska statehood.    Early residents used sod extensively as a roofing material 

because it was available, free, and provided good insulation. 
 

 

Formerly the home of the Fairbanks Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, the cabin now houses the 

Yukon Quest Information Center and Gift Cache. This shop used to be found at Pioneer Park and 

moved to its new location at the beginning of 2009 after the FCVB relocated to the Morris 

Thompson Visitor’s Center. 
 

 

Yukon Quest Dog Sled Race 

The Yukon Quest got its start in 1984 and follows an old gold rush and sled dog mail trail. The 

race, like the Iditarod, covers just over 1,000 miles. Annually, the location of the start and end of 

the race alternates between Whitehorse, Yukon and Fairbanks, Alaska. The Yukon Quest takes 

place in February every year and Fairbanks will hosts the start in even numbered years. Those 

wanting to take part in viewing the event can reach all 10 of the check points by road. Many 

consider the race to be more challenging than the Iditarod due to the extreme temperatures, four 

mountain range crossings and open water. Temperatures can reach 40 below at times and the 

weather unpredictable with 100 MPH winds. The race always starts on schedule regardless of 

conditions. 
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The Yukon Quest is known for the incredible care of the dogs. Each dog must have a clean bill of 

health from a veterinarian prior to the start of the race. There are vets at every checkpoint and 

each musher must have every dog examined before continuing the race. There are also four 

additional veterinarian stops a long the way. These are also called dog drops due to ill or fatigued 

dogs being left at these locations for care. Mushers can start the race with up to 14 dogs but not 

less than 8; and must finish with no less than 6. Only one sled can be used for the race and 

cannot be replaced once the race has begun unless approved by the Race Marshal due to 

unforeseen destruction of the sled. 
 

 

Prior to the start of the race, mushers must send food for the dogs to every race checkpoint. Each 

racer is required to have a proper cold weather sleeping bag, a hand ax of at least 22 inches, one 

pair of snowshoes, veterinary records, eight booties for each dog and a functional cooker. These 

items will be accounted for at every checkpoint and missing items will result in a fine. If these 

items are missing at the end of the race, a penalty of 30 minutes will be added to the racer’s 

finishing time. 
 

 

Mushers and their teams are required to take a 36 hour rest in Dawson City. There is an 

additional 2, 4 and 8 hour stop in other locations. These stops allow for much needed rest for 

musher and dogs. It also gives the vets time to do a more thorough checkup on each animal. 

When stopped the musher must care for and feed the dogs on his or her own.  No help is allowed. 
 

 

The race generally lasts between 10 and 16 days. The top 15 finishers receive prize money with 

first place winning $35,000 and 15 winning $4000. Any additional finishing musher receives 

$1,000. 
 

Yukon Quest Champions 
 

1984 - Sonny Lindner - 12 days, 0 hours, 5 minutes 
 

1985 - Joe Runyan - 11 days, 11 hours, 55 minutes 
 

1986 - Bruce Johnson - 14 days, 9 hours, 17 minutes 
 

1987 - Bill Cotter - 12 days, 4 hours, 34 minutes 
 

1988 - David Monson - 12 days, 5 hours, 6 minutes 
 

1989 - Jeff King - 11 days, 20 hours, 51 minutes 
 

1990 - Vern Halter - 11 days, 17 hours, 9 minutes 
 

1991 - Charlie Boulding - 10 days, 21 hours, 12 minutes 
 

1992 - John Schandelmeier - 11 days, 21 hours, 40 minutes 
 

1993 - Charlie Boulding - 10 days, 19 hours, 9 minutes 
 

1994 - Lavon Barve - 10 days, 22 hours, 44 minutes 
 

1995 - Frank Turner - 10 days, 16 hours, 20 minutes 
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1996 - John Schandelmeier - 12 days, 16 hours, 6 minutes 
 

1997 - Rick Mackey - 12 days, 5 hours, 55 minutes 
 

1998 - Bruce Lee - 11 days, 11 hours, 27 minutes 
 

1999 - Ramy Brooks - 11 days, 8 hours, 27 minutes 
 

2000 - Aliy Zirkle - 10 days, 22 hours, 57 minutes 
 

2001 - Tim Osmar - 11 days, 13 hours, 38 minutes 
 

2002 - Hans Gatt - 11 days 4 hours, 22 minutes 
 

2003 - Hans Gatt - 10 days 16 hours, 28 minutes 
 

2004 - Hans Gatt - 10 days 17 hours, 54 minutes 
 

2005 - Lance Mackey - 11 days 32 minutes 
 

2006 - Lance Mackey - 10 days, 7 hours, 47 minutes 
 

2007 - Lance Mackey - 10 days, 2 hours, 37 minutes 
 

2008 - Lance Mackey - 10 days, 12 hours, 14 minutes 
 

2009 - Sebastian Schnuelle - 9 days, 23 hours, 20 minutes 
 

2010 - Hans Gatt - 9 days, 0 hours, 26 minutes 
 

2011 - Dallas Seavey - 10 days, 11 hours, 53 minutes 
 

2012 - Hugh Neff - 9 days, 17 hours, 14 minutes 
 

 

Yukon Quest Firsts 
 

First musher to Start the Yukon Quest: Pecos Humphries, 1984 
 

First Yukon Quest Champion: Sonny Linder, 1984 
 

First Canadian Yukon Quest Champion: Bruce Johnson, 1986 
 

First European Yukon Quest Champion: Hans Gatt, 2002 
 

First woman to cross the finish line: Lorrina Mitchell, 1984 
 

First woman Yukon Quest Champion: Aliy Zirkle, 2000 
 

First father-daughter team: Jeninne and Ned Cathers, 1989 
 

First husband-wife team: Linda and Will Forsberg, 1990 
 

First mother-daughter team: Connie and Terri Frerichs, 1990 
 

Youngest musher to enter the race: Jeninne Cathers, 1989 
 

First musher to win the Yukon Quest twice: Charlie Boulding in 1991 & 1993 
 

First musher to win the Yukon Quest 3 times (and in a row): Hans Gatt in 2002, 2003 & 2004 
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First musher to win the Yukon Quest 4 times (and in a row): Lance Mackey in 2005, 2006, 2007 & 2008 
 

Fastest winning time: 9 days, 0 hours, 26 minutes, Hans Gatt, 2010 
 

Slowest winning time: 14 days, 9 hours and 17 minutes, Bruce Johnson, 1986 
 

Closest finish: In 2012, Hugh Neff, YQ Champion, beat second place Allen Moore by 26 seconds 
 

 

Morris Thompson Cultural and Visitors Center 

The Morris Thompson Cultural and Visitors Center is just a short walk from our drop spot. It is 

located just NE of the Yukon Quest Cabin at 101 Dunkel St. downtown Fairbanks. The new 

center houses the FCVB and the Public Lands Information Center. This center provides trip 

planning assistance to state parks, national parks, national forests, wildlife refuges and other 

outdoor recreational activities. The MTVC is open and free to the public with internet access, 

restrooms, and a gift shop. The center also has a theater that features Alaska movies and an 8,000 

square foot exhibit gallery that will represent the seasons in the Tanana Valley. 
 

 

Morris Thompson 

Morris Thompson was a well known Alaska Native leader, businessman and political appointee 

working on matters vital to Alaska Natives. An Athabascan born in the Tanana Valley, 

Thompson attended and graduated from high school in Sitka, AK and attended the University of 

Alaska, Fairbanks as a civil engineer major. 
 

 

Thompson met Walter Hickel, an Anchorage businessman running for governor in 1966 and 

volunteered to work on his campaign in the Fairbanks area. Hickel won the election and 

Thompson became Hickel’s Deputy Director of the Rural Development Agency. This allowed 

Thompson to begin work on transportation routes that would allow development in rural Alaska. 
 

 

Hickel respected Thompson and when President Nixon named Hickel as Secretary of the Interior 

in 1969, Morris Thompson traveled with him to Washington, DC. He served as a special assistant 

for the Bureau of Indian Affairs and in 1970 became the bureau’s Area Director in Juneau. 

Thompson was a major contributor to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) adopted 

in 1971. See miscellaneous section of Manual. At 34 years of age Thompson became the 

youngest commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
 

 

Morris Thompson went to work for Doyon Limited, an ANSCA Regional Corporation in 1981. 

He became President of the company in 1985. At this time the company had an operating loss of 

$28,000,000.  Upon his retirement in 2000, Doyon was generating over $70,000,000 in annual 

revenue. 
 

 

The Native Leader retired in 2000 and remained in Fairbanks. In 2001 he met his untimely death 

on Alaska Airlines Flight 261. Upon returning home from a vacation in Mexico the plane crashed 

with Thompson, wife Thelma and daughter Sheryl on board. Thompson was buried in Tanana, 

AK. 
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Downtown/FCVB TO Pipeline TO El Dorado Gold Mine 
 

 

Barnette Monument 

E.T. Barnette was the founding father of Fairbanks.  This tribute commemorates his accidental 

landing at approximately this spot on the riverbank in 1901 when the steamer Lavelle Young 

could go no further. 
 

 

Milepost Circle 

Road and air distances to a variety of world destinations and Milepost 1523, the end of the 

Alaska-Canada Highway. 
 

 

Cushman Street Bridge 

The original bridge was constructed with wood pilings that were driven into the riverbed.  Each 

year before breakup, the residents of Fairbanks dismantled the bridge because the heavy ice and 

debris would destroy it.  At times, a log or ice jam would occur and the town would be flooded. 

In 1917 the Alaska Road Commission built a $50,000 high arched, steel bridge which was 

replaced in 1959 by the present structure. 
 

 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 

This is Fairbanks' first Catholic Church, built in 1904 by Father Francis Monroe, a Jesuit, and 

originally located at First and Dunkle Streets on the other side of the river.  In the winter of 1911, 

the  church  was  moved  closer  to  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  which  is  now  Denali  State  Bank. 

Volunteers jacked the church off of its foundation and, using horses to pull it and logs to roll it, 

moved the building across the frozen Chena River.   In 1914, the church roof was raised, a 

vestibule and a bell tower added, and a two story rectory on the one side of the church. When 

visiting the church, note the tin-covered walls and ceiling, the handsome wood wainscoting, and 

the beautiful stained-glass windows.  The church has changed little over the years and is on the 

National Register of Historic Places. Immaculate Conception is still an active congregation. 
 

 

Doyon Building 

Doyon Limited is one of thirteen native regional corporations established by Congress under the 

terms of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANSCA).  With the land entitlement of 12.5 

million acres, Doyon is the largest private landowner in North America. Their mission statement 

reads: Doyon’s mission is to continually enhance our position as a financially strong native 

corporation in order to promote the economic and social well-being of our shareholders and to 

assist in promoting and preserving the cultural heritage and land base of our shareholders.”  The 

lobby is open to the public and has beautiful displays of Native Alaska crafts and art. 
 

 

Samson’s Hardware 

In 1905, the three partners who owned Samson’s Hardware chose to build at this location 

because of its proximity to the Tanana Valley Railroad Depot and the Turner Street Bridge that 

crossed the Chena River at that time.   The building survived the fire of 1906, so the owners 

allowed other businesses to operate out of it while Fairbanks was being rebuilt.   In 1970, the 
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wood and tin structure was condemned.  The original style was kept in the construction of this 

replacement. 
 

 

Denali State Bank/Old St. Joseph’s Hospital 

The first hospital in Fairbanks was built next to St. Matthew’s Church on First Avenue in 1904. 

It was the first framed building in Fairbanks – other buildings were built of logs.  Boasting forty 

beds, the next hospital was St. Joseph’s, opened by the Roman Catholic Church on Thanksgiving 

Day, 1906.  For nine years, the St. Matthew’s Hospital was on one side of the Chena River and 

the St. Joseph’s Hospital was on the other side until St. Matthew’s closed the hospital in 1915. 

Back then, St. Joseph’s was considered by many to be “out of town,” as it was on the other side 

of the bridge. A new addition to St. Joseph’s was built in 1951.  This building is now the Denali 

State Bank.  The old part of the hospital was torn down in 1973.  Denali State Bank is a locally 

owned and operated community bank. 
 

 

Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 

First published in 1903 by Judge James Wickersham as the Fairbanks Miner, the Fairbanks Daily 

News-Miner carries a long newspaper tradition and is currently the only daily newspaper in 

Fairbanks. The building is located on the site of the original Tanana Valley Railroad Depot. 
 

 

Garden Island 

This part of Fairbanks was at one time an island community formed by the Chena River and 

Noyes Slough.  Garden Island played an integral role in early Fairbanks.  The “garden” portion 

of the name came form the community’s role as a major food producer for the city of Fairbanks 

specializing in all the cold-weather crops that thrive in this environment. 
 

 

Railroad Depot 

The railroad depot was at this location from 1905 to 2005.  In 1905, the Tanana Mines Railroad 

made runs to gold camps in the area.  The Alaska Railroad connecting Anchorage and Fairbanks, 

was completed in 1923.  President Harding attended the ceremonies to celebrate the completion, 

driving a commemorative golden spike in Nenana and being the first American president ever to 

be in Fairbanks.  He addressed Fairbanksans from the steps of the Masonic Temple.  The state of 

Alaska purchased the Alaska Railroad from the federal government in 1985.  The current Alaska 

Railroad runs from Seward and Whittier to Anchorage and Fairbanks. It is 470 miles long. 
 

 

In 2005 the Alaska Railroad opened a new depot north of this location that is accessed from the 

Johanson Expressway. 
 

 

Fairbanks Exploration Company Buildings 

The F.E. Company operated huge gold dredges in the greater Fairbanks area from the 1920s to 

the 1950s. These buildings were headquarters for the F.E. Company. 



Premier Alaska Tours Fairbanks City Tour Alaska  

14 

 

 

 

 

New Shopping District  (Johanson and Steese  Highway) 

Development began originally with the Seekins Ford dealership, one of the largest dealerships in 

the state.   Within the last five years Home Depot, Wal-Mart and Lowe's  followed.   Restaurants, 

banks, smaller clothing shops are joining in this new commercial zone. 
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Birch Hill (Up Fairhill Road) 

Over 25 miles of well-marked cross country ski trails weave through this wooded 460 acre park 

which is maintained by the Fairbanks North Star Borough skiers.  Summer use includes hiking, 

cross-country running, mountain biking and bird watching. 
 

 

Chena Hot Springs Road 

This sixty mile long road leads through the Chena River State Recreation Area, with access to 

fishing, camping, hiking and canoeing. At the end of the road lies the Chena Hot Springs Resort, 

a year-round facility which offers overnight accommodations, dining, outdoor activities and 

swimming in the mineral hot springs-fed pools. 
 

 

Gold Country - Pans and Dredges, Then and Now 

After cresting the hill, you are looking into the Goldstream Valley, the area that has played 

prominently in the development of Fairbanks.  It was in this region that early gold prospectors at 

the turn of the twentieth century scoured the creeks for gold.   Here Felix Pedro struck it rich 

sparking the beginning of the Fairbanks gold rush in 1902.    In the 1920s, the Fairbanks 

Exploration Company built huge dredges and gold mining camps and introduced Fairbanks to 

the era of large scale gold dredging operations.  Today, small to medium sized mining operations 

operate in this valley.  Fort Knox Gold Mine produces 300,000 ounces of gold a year and is the 

largest gold mine in the western hemisphere.  Just seeing the Goldstream Valley can give young 

and old alike a bad case of “gold fever!” 
 

 

Pipeline Pullout 

Following the discovery of oil in 1968, work began on the pipeline in 1974.    Oil has been 

flowing since June of 1977 from Prudhoe Bay on the coast of the Arctic Ocean to Valdez, 800 

miles to the south, on the Gulf of Alaska.   The pipeline cost $8 billion, including the Valdez 

terminal. This was the most expensive privately-funded project in history. 
 

 

Fox, Alaska 

At the intersection of the Steese and Elliott Highways lies the community of Fox, named because 

of its location on the banks of Fox Creek.  Fox was established as a mining camp in 1905.  By 

1907, with a population of 417, Fox had gained a rowdy reputation and had several bawdy 

houses and saloons. There are currently approximately 417 residents. 
 

 

Fox is known nowadays for the public well just north of town along the Elliott Highway.  Many 

Fairbanksans haul water to their homes – filling jugs of all sizes – to enjoy the delicious water. 
 

 

Junction of the Steese and Elliott Highways 

The Steese Highway goes to the right and eventually ends at the Yukon River at Circle, Alaska. 

Some points of interest along the Steese Highway include: 

 

• Pedro’s Monument.  5 miles on the left.  Commemorates the discovery of gold in Interior 

Alaska by Italian immigrant Felix Pedro. Pedro’s gold discovery in the valley helped 
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spur the gold rush that turned Fairbanks from a small mining camp to a thriving town. 

The Fairbanks mining district holds the record for the greatest total amount of gold 

produced in the state of Alaska. The miners who came from Dawson City and around the 

world panned, sluiced and dredged more than 7 million ounces of gold from the Tanana 

Valley. 

 

• Chatanika Gold Camp.  Old mining camp, built in 1921, boarded 200 miners for over 30 

years and is now a registered National Historic District and still has plenty of gold rush 

flavor.   Visitors are invited to stroll around the grounds and take in the restaurant, the 

antique furnishings, vintage equipment and the gift shop.  Overnight accommodations are 

also available. 

 

• Poker Flat Research Range.  Operated by the University of Alaska Fairbanks, the Poker 

Flat Research Range is the only university-owned scientific rocket launching facilty in 

the world.   It is under contract to NASA’s Wallops Flight Facility, which is part of the 

Goddard Space Flight Center.  It also houses scientific instruments designed to study the 

arctic atmosphere and ionosphere, including aurora borealis studies. 

 

• Fort Knox Gold Mine.  The largest gold mine in the Western hemisphere.  It is expected 

to produce 300,000 ounces of gold each year for 12-20 years. 

 

• Circle and Circle Hot Springs.  The Steese Highway ends at the Yukon River at the town 

of Circle.   Shortly before reaching Circle is Circle Hot Springs.   The hot springs have 

been closed in recent years, but feature a hotel and a large outdoor swimming pool fed by 

natural hot springs. 
 

 

Elliott and Dalton Highways 

The Elliott Highway continues north and then heads west to end in the village of Manley Hot 

Springs on the Tanana River.   The road that continues north is the Dalton Highway.   The 414 

mile long highway that connects the oil field on the Arctic Ocean to the road network in the rest 

of North America, closely follows the trans-Alaska pipeline for which it was constructed.  A trip 

up the Dalton crosses the Arctic Circle and leads straight to Prudhoe Bay, where oil first enters 

the pipeline. The Dalton Highway is the only U.S. highway to cross the Yukon River. 
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Farmer’s Loop to Sophie Station and Pike’s Waterfront Lodge 
 

 

Farmer’s Loop 

Farmer’s Loop received its name from the farms that existed in the area before World War II. 

After the war, shipping and trucking prices from the lower 48 substantially dropped, making 

farming in the Tanana Valley unprofitable. 
 

 

Bicycle Path 

This bicycle trail is used year-round in Fairbanks. In the summer it is used by bicyclists, walkers, 

joggers, skaters and anyone on self-propelled wheels.  In the winter, the path becomes a snow- 

machine highway and is also occasionally used by cross country skiers and dog mushers.  A part 

of the bike trail is used in the North American Dog Sled Racing Championships, one of the many 

sprint races in Alaska, held each March. 
 

 

Hay Fields 

These fields contain Brome grass which is used by local farmers and horse owners for feed. 

Three to four cuttings can be made in a good year. 
 

 

Jeff Studdart Memorial Racing Grounds 

This is the Fairbanks’ area headquarters for Alaska’s state sport, dog sled racing.  On weekends 

during the late winter/early spring, the place comes alive on weekends with pickup trucks with 

dog boxes, mushers and hundreds of howling dogs. 
 

 

The biggest race of all is the Open North American Dog Sled Championships which begin and 

end in downtown Fairbanks on Second Avenue.  The three day event covers 70 miles (20 miles 

each of the first two days and 30 miles on the final day). 
 

 

Evidence of Permafrost: House on Stilts and Houses with Problems 

Look for homes on stilts or pilings along Farmer’s Loop.  Pilings are sunk below the active frost 

layer, therefore guaranteeing that the ground around the pilings remain stable.  The home is set 

on pilings about 4 feet above the surface.  This allows enough space to stop the transfer of heat 

from the home into the frozen ground. 
 

 

Look for homes that are slumped or even broken because they were constructed on permafrost. 

There are some examples along Farmer’s Loop where sections are notorious permafrost zones. 
 

 

KFAR Transmitter 

KFAR was the first radio station in the Fairbanks area.   The station was started by Austin E. 

“Cap” Lathrop.  When the station opened in the 1930s, Bob Hope came to Fairbanks to entertain 

over the airwaves.  Written up in New York City papers, the station was referred to as one of the 

most modern in the country. 
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Fairbanks Golf and Country Club 

Referred to as “The Farthest North Golf Course.”   The long winters make for a short golfing 

season.   Golfers make up for this by playing the course well into the night under the midnight 

sun.  The most popular tee-off time is midnight on June 21.  June 21 is the summer solstice and 

longest day of the year when 24 hour daylight prevails. 
 

College, Alaska 

The area of town known as College originally developed to provide community and support for 

the new University.  The location for the new campus was selected because of its potential for 

large-scale agricultural production.  It also was the right-of-way for the Tanana Valley Railroad 

allowing for easy transport of people and supplies. 
 

 

It wasn’t until the 1950s that Fairbanks’ boundaries over-ran this small community.  Prior to that, 

College was considered out-of-town. 
 

 

University of Alaska, Fairbanks 

The University of Alaska, Fairbanks was created in 1917 by a special act of the Alaska Territorial 

Legislature. With this, plus a land grant from the U.S. Congress, the Alaska Agricultural College 

and School of Mines opened in 1922 with six faculty members and six students. World War II, 

statehood and the discovery of oil at Prudhoe Bay have each affected this Land, Sea and Space 

Grant university’s development. Responding to state and national needs remains a top UAF 

priority. 

UAF is home to more than 11,000 students at 7 campuses across the state who come from all 50 

states and 48 foreign countries to take advantage of small classes, first-rate faculty, affordable 

tuition and hands-on research. UAF’s unique geographic location and expert faculty combine to 

give Alaska’s only Ph.D.-granting university a well-earned reputation for arctic and northern 

research on topics such as the aurora, fisheries, global climate change and high-latitude 

engineering. 
 

 

The UAF Nanooks (“polar bear” in Inupiaq Eskimo) intercollegiate athletic program is a 

Division II member of the National Collegiate Athletic Association, with men’s ice hockey 

classified as Division I. The Nanooks hold the Division I National Rifle Championship (1994, 

1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2004) and host three tournaments each year: the Nanook 

Classic for women’s volleyball, the Mt. McKinley Bank North Star Invitational for women’s 

basketball, and the Division I BP Top of the World Classic for men’s basketball. The Nanook 

basketball team holds the 2002 championship title for the BP Top of the World Classic when they 

made college basketball history by becoming the first Division II team to win an eight-team 

Division I tournament. 
 

 

The University of Alaska Museum of the North opened its distinctive new wing in 2005, 

doubling its exhibit space, adding a multimedia auditorium, education center and new research 

facilities and giving the museum's research collections much-needed room to grow. 
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UAF’s Rasmuson Library is the largest in the state. It houses 1.1 million volumes and provides 

electronic access to more than 20 million titles in over 40,000 libraries worldwide. 
 

 

On the West Ridge of campus, the International Arctic Research Center represents a joint effort 

of the U.S. and Japanese governments, housing scientists from around the world who work 

together on global change research. Other unique research centers include Poker Flat, the only 

university-owned rocket sounding range in the world; the Large Animal Research Station; and 

the Arctic Region Supercomputing Center. Tours of all these research centers as well as the 

general campus are available during the summer. 
 

 

In addition to the Fairbanks campus, UAF’s six rural and community campuses are central to 

fulfilling UAF’s  mission of  providing educational opportunities throughout the state. The 

2011-2012 Annual Student costs including 15 credits per semester, room and board and fees were 

$12,530-$14,600 for residents (depending on the level of the courses).  Non-resident fees were 

$14,887-$21,724 (depending on the level of the courses). 
 

 

The University of Alaska Fairbanks was created nearly a century ago to help Alaskans meet the 

unique challenges of living in the Far North. UAF will continue to serve the state and the nation 

for the next 100 years and beyond. 
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Intersection of University Avenue & Geist Road to Ester Weigh Station 
 

 

Experimental Farm Land 

Many people don’t believe that agriculture has a chance in Alaska because of the short growing 

season and cold winter temperatures. However, due to the long daylight hours in the summer (up 

to 22 hours/day) the growing season equals about three months. These longer periods of sunlight 

substantially increase crop yields and protein content.   Cool season crops such as potatoes, 

turnips, carrots, cabbage, lettuce, broccoli, cauliflower, kohlrabi, rhubarb, spinach, peas, beans, 

and zucchini all grow well within the Interior.    The flavor of most Alaska vegetables is 

unsurpassed due to a heightened sweetness attributed to long photo periods for photosynthesis 

and short nights with cool temperatures, which limit respiration. 
 

 

The Experimental Farm is currently also working with caribou.   Take a look, some may be 

visible from the highway. 
 

 

Georgeson Botanical Gardens 

The University of Alaska’s Agricultural and Forestry Experimental Station showcases a variety 

of plants, ranging from rhubarb to roses. 
 

 

George Parks Highway 

Referred to as The Parks Highway, this road leads west to Ester ( 4 miles) Nenana (54 miles) and 

south to Denali (122 miles) and Anchorage (358 miles). 
 

 

Ester Weigh Station and the Village of Ester 

Across the road from the Ester Way Station is the Old Nenana Highway that leads to the 

community of Ester where the bunkhouse and outbuildings of a 1920s F.E. Company gold 

mining camp still exist at their original locations.   Today, they are part of a popular visitor 

attraction known as Ester Gold Camp.     It features a dinner restaurant, northern lights 

presentations, camping, gift shops and live stage shows at the “The World Famous Malemute 

Saloon.”     Mushing  Magazine,  the  only  magazine dedicated to  the  dog  mushing  world  is 

published in Ester.   Numerous artists and artisans make their homes in Ester where a monthly 

newspaper called the The Ester Republic allows local writers to espouse their views on local, 

national and international topics.   The annual small-town Fourth of July Parade is a not-to-be- 

missed event. 
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Airport TO University of Alaska Museum of the North 
 

 

Airport Way 

To the east the road ends in Ft. Wainwright (formerly Ladd Field) the first Army airfield in 

Alaska, established in 1938. The fort employs approximately 7,700 soldiers. 
 

 

Airport Way is the main east-west business road in Fairbanks.  To the east, the road ends in Ft. 

Wainwright (formerly Ladd Field).   To the west it ends at Fairbanks International Airport.   In 

between, Airport Way looks like “Anywhere, USA.” 
 

 

Familiar fast food restaurants and stores line this major shopping corridor: McDonald’s, Pizza 

Hut, Subway, Quizno’s, Safeway, Sears and Fred Meyer, familiar to residents of the Pacific 

Northwest. 
 

 

University of Alaska Fairbanks 

The University of Alaska Fairbanks was created in 1917 by a special act of the Alaska Territorial 

Legislature. With this, plus a land grant from the U.S. Congress, the Alaska Agricultural College 

and School of Mines opened in 1922 with six faculty members and six students. World War II, 

statehood and the discovery of oil at Prudhoe Bay have each affected this Land, Sea and Space 

Grant university’s development. Responding to state and national needs remains a top UAF 

priority. 

UAF is home to more than 11,000 students who come from all 50 states and 48 foreign countries 

to take advantage of small classes, first-rate faculty, affordable tuition and hands-on research. 

UAF’s unique geographic location and expert faculty combine to give Alaska’s only Ph.D.- 

granting university a well-earned reputation for arctic and northern research on topics such as the 

aurora, fisheries, global climate change and high-latitude engineering. 
 

 

The UAF Nanooks (“polar bear” in Inupiaq Eskimo) intercollegiate athletic program is a 

Division II member of the National Collegiate Athletic Association, with men’s ice hockey 

classified as Division I. The Nanooks hold the Division I National Rifle Championship (1994, 

1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2004) and host three tournaments each year: the Nanook 

Classic for women’s volleyball, the Mt. McKinley Bank North Star Invitational for women’s 

basketball, and the Divison I BP Top of the World Classic for men’s basketball. The Nanook 

basketball team holds the 2002 championship title for the BP Top of the World Classic when they 

made college basketball history by becoming the first Division II team to win an eight-team 

Division I tournament. 
 

 

The University of Alaska Museum of the North opened its distinctive new wing in 2005, 

doubling its exhibit space, adding a multimedia auditorium, education center and new research 

facilities and giving the museum's research collections much-needed room to grow. 
 

 

UAF’s Rasmuson Library is the largest in the state. It houses 1.1 million volumes and provides 

electronic access to more than 20 million titles in over 40,000 libraries worldwide. 
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On the West Ridge of campus, the International Arctic Research Center represents a joint effort 

of the U.S. and Japanese governments, housing scientists from around the world who work 

together on global change research. Other unique research centers include Poker Flat, the only 

university-owned rocket sounding range in the world; the Large Animal Research Station; and 

the Arctic Region Supercomputing Center. Tours of all these research centers as well as the 

general campus are available during the summer. 
 

 

In addition to the Fairbanks campus, UAF’s six rural and community campuses are central to 

fulfilling UAF’s  mission of  providing educational opportunities throughout the state.    The 

2011-2012 Annual Student costs including 15 credits per semester, room and board and fees were 

$12,530-$14,600 (depending on the level of courses) for residents.    Non-resident fees were 

$14,887-$21,724 (depending on the level of courses). 
 

 

The University of Alaska Fairbanks was created nearly a century ago to help Alaskans meet the 

unique challenges of living in the Far North. UAF will continue to serve the state and the nation 

for the next 100 years and beyond. 
 

 

Lola Tilly Commons 

The Lola Tilly Commons is the student dining hall on the lower Fairbanks campus.   Students 

have a variety of options in both their meal plans and the food choices. Many international menu 

items are offered alongside more traditional fare. 
 

 

Student Athletic Center 

The Student Athletic Center and adjoining Patty Center house the University’s gymnasium, 

swimming pool, rifle range, and ice arena.   The “Nanooks” field nationally respected hockey 

(CCHA), rifle, and cross-country running and skiing teams in NCAA competitions.  One of the 

most popular events is the Equinox Marathon that begins and ends at UAF.  Held during the fall 

equinox, it is considered one of the toughest marathons in the United States. 
 

 

The Student Recreation Center and the adjacent Patty Center are home to a variety of physical 

activities throughout the year.  These recreational facilities host a wide range of intramural sports 

and include facilities for basketball, racquetball and tennis, ice skating, swimming, an indoor 

running track, rifle range, a climbing wall, free weights and various aerobic equipment. 
 

 

President Reagan visited UAF in May, 1984 and addressed a crowd in the Patty gymnasium. 

The next morning he greeted Pope John Paul at the Fairbanks airport.  Both spoke to the crowds 

of 9,000 gathered at the airport. 
 

 

Ski Hill 

This hill is the University’s very own ski hill.  The hill gets heavy use during the winter months 

by students and Fairbanks residents on skis, sleds and snow boards. 
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West Ridge 

The West Ridge is a center for scientific research and instruction. Located at the highest point on 

campus, West Ridge includes facilities for investigating the aurora, geophysics, global climate 

change, arctic phenomena, arctic biology and fisheries.  Many fields of science provide students 

with opportunities to study throughout Alaska – outside the classroom – in the areas of 

archaeology, glaciers, wildlife, sea life and natural resources.   On the ocean, the university 

operates the Alpha Helix, a 133 foot research vessel from its home port of Seward.  Scientists at 

West Ridge are also involved in international research efforts.    The University of Alaska, 

Fairbanks spends about 35% of its statewide budget on research. 
 

 

West Ridge houses the Institute of Arctic Biology, the Alaska Wildlife Research Unit and the 

Institute of Marine Science.   It is home to the School of Agriculture and Land Resources 

Management, Agricultural and Forestry Experiment Station, the Mineral Industry Research 

Laboratory, US Geological Survey, the US Bureau of Mines and The Geophysical Institute. 
 

 

University of Alaska Museum of the North 

The University of Alaska Museum of the North is one of the finest in the state.   With some 

100,000 visitors to the facility each year, it has been rated as one of Alaska’s top ten visitor 

attractions.   Faculty curators conduct field work and teach courses at UAF in addition to their 

duties of cataloging, preserving, exhibiting and interpreting the cultural and natural history of 

Alaska.   In the Gallery of Alaska, displays of objects and information from the museum’s 

collections provide a unified view of Alaska’s peoples, natural resources and events which have 

guided the development of the state. The exhibits are arranged geographically to provide a 

complete picture of each Alaska region. 
 

 

“Blue Babe” is the most famous member of this collection. “Blue Babe” is a 36,000-year-old 

steppe bison that was discovered in 1979 at a gold mine in the Fairbanks area.  Preserved in the 

frozen permafrost, the bison was almost entirely intact. 
 

 

The research effort of the curators is directed toward a basic inventory of Alaska’s flora, fauna 

and cultural history. The inventory is often used as a basis for environmental impact assessments. 

Additional comparative exchange collections are available for study from other regions of North 

America, South America and Asia. 
 

 

A major expansion of the University of Alaska Museum of the North was completed late in 2005. 

The new exhibits emphasize the cultural history collection and feature art, ethnology and 

archaeology.  Many of these items are on display for the first time.  The remaining collections 

will continue to enable research by providing base line data. 
 

 

Wood Student Center 

Wood Center is the student union.  The copper roof and copper siding are unique.  The building 

has won several architectural awards and provides various recreational opportunities, including a 

recently renovated bowling alley.  The high copper roof is the building’s most prominent feature. 
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There is plenty of open space under the roof which offsets the closed in feeling often experienced 

during the long, dark, and cold winters. 
 

 

Fine Arts Center 

Creative energy and talent are focused and fine-tuned in the Fine Arts Complex that includes the 

921 seat Charles W. Davis Concert Hall and the Lee Salisbury Theater.  This complex includes 

studios, classrooms, and rehearsal and practice rooms.   Student artwork is on display.   This 

complex also includes the production studios of KUAC public radio and television. 
 

 

Elmer E. Rasmuson Library 

This library has holdings of more than 1.75 million cataloged resources.   Its broad coverage 

includes the sciences, humanities and social sciences.  It also houses a collection of rare books 

and materials focusing on the circumpolar North. 


