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ANCSA – Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
 
The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act was finalized in 1971 and stated that Alaska 
Natives were to receive 44 million acres of land and a monetary settlement. The 
settlement totaled $962.5 million was paid by the US Treasury. $462.5 million was paid 
over an eleven-year period, and the remaining $500 million came from mineral revenues 
from lands which the title to the Natives was to be extinguished. 

 

 
The ANCSA stated that inhabitants of each of the Native villages were to be organized as 
a profit or nonprofit corporation. This would allow them to take title to the surface estate 
in the land given to the village. These village corporations, totaling more than two 
hundred, were to administer the land and receive and manage part of the monetary 
settlement. 

 

 
The twelve regional corporations set up at this time, were to take title to the subsurface 
estate in the lands given to the villages. They were also awarded full title to the 
additional acreage divided among the regional corporations. They were also directed to 
divide the almost $1 billion among all the regional corporations based on population. 

 

 
Each regional corporation had the responsibility of distributing among the village 
corporations in the region no less than 50 percent of its share of the $962.5 million 
monetary award, as well as 50 percent of all revenues received from the subsurface 
estate. This provision did not, however, apply to revenues received by the regional 
corporations from their investment in business ventures. 

 

 
In all, thirteen regional corporations, including 12 in Alaska and one that was created 
later to represent Alaska Natives living outside the state, were created. Alaska Natives 
who enrolled were made shareholders when they received 100 shares of stock. The size 
of the regional corporations ranged from Ahtna, Inc., with about 1,000 shareholders, to 
Sealaska Corporation, with about 16,000 shareholders. Others included; The Aleut 
Corporation; Arctic Slope Regional Corporation; Bering Straits Native Corporation; 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation; Calista Corporation; Chugach Alaska Corporation; Cook 
Inlet Region, Inc.; Doyon Ltd.; Koniag, Inc.; NANA Regional Corporation, Inc.; and the 
Thirteenth Regional Corporation. 

 

 
For the first five years after the act became law, 10 percent of the revenues from the 
settlement were to be distributed among the individual Native stockholders of the 
corporation. The Thirteenth Regional Corporation received its share of the $962.5 
million monetary award but received no land and would not share in the mineral revenues 
of the other regional corporations. 

 

 
By the early summer of 1972 the twelve regional corporations had organized and soon 
thereafter rented office space and hired a cadre of professionals, including land planners, 
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economists, and accountants, to begin their corporate existence. By 1975 there was no 
doubt that Native investments had already made a substantial impact on Alaska’s 
economy. Although the cumbersome federal bureaucracy had delayed transfer of most of 
the approximately 44 million acres of land that would eventually belong to the Native 
community, money from the settlement had been flowing steadily into corporate 
treasuries. 

 

 
By 1975 the Bristol Bay Native Corporation, based in Dillingham, made the largest 
purchase to date of any corporation, acquiring the Peter Pan Seafood Company for about 
$9 million. Included in the deal were canneries at Dillingham, King Cove, and 
Bellingham, Washington; shrimp-processing plants at Squaw Harbor and Coos Bay, 
Oregon and about 60 large and 120 small vessels. They had acquired about 1,000 acres 
of land in Oregon, Washington, and Alaska. 
In addition, five regional corporations pooled their resources and founded the United 
Bank of Alaska. Most regional corporations also explored for oil, gas, and hard-rock 
minerals. 

 

 
After land distribution had begun in the summer of 1972, and the 12 native corporations 
had been established, villages were to pick their lands first. The acreage each village 
received depended on the enrollment; villages with an enrollment of between 25 and 99 
would receive 69,120 acres, while those with an enrollment of 100 or more would receive 
161,280 acres. 

 
 
Regardless of size, villages in southeastern Alaska could choose only a single township, or 
23,050 acres, because the Tlingit-Haida had earlier received a cash award from the federal 
government. In the rest of the state, villages were restricted from selecting land in national 
forests or wildlife refuges, land chosen by the state but not yet patented, and Naval 
Petroleum Reserve no. 4 on the North Slope. Instead selections had to be made elsewhere 
from available lands. Villages would own the surface rights to their lands, while regional 
corporations owned the subsurface or mineral rights.  Villages situated on revoked 
reserves had the choice of acquiring full ownership to surface – and subsurface – rights, 
but by so doing they were excluded from the monetary benefits of the act. 
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